
THE ISSUE OF HUMILITY

A world wide move of the Holy Spirit has be gun, a re -
newal that may well lead to the great est re vival in church his -
tory.

A great har vest of souls will close this age of grace, the
mag ni tude of which one can hardly imag ine.1 As the glory of
God rises upon the church, mul ti tudes will come to her light
(Isaiah 60:1-3). Much of the har vest will come from the poor
and dys func tional in so ci ety. The gos pel of the king dom will
be pro claimed in mercy and com pas sion with at test ing signs
and won ders. The church will be marked by unity, grace and
the love of God.

It will be a time of in tense spiri tual war fare, for dark -
ness will cover the earth, a deep dark ness of spiri tual de cep -
tion. Great shak ings in the heav ens and on earth will bring
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dis tress and ca lami ties among na tions. Be liev ers will face
per se cu tion, and tribu la tion and mar tyr dom.

The church is not pre pared for what lies ahead. For that 
rea son God is sov er eignly aris ing in re newal power. He is
mani fest ing His pres ence as a re fin er’s fire and as the prom -
ised lat ter rain; He is per form ing heart sur gery to re new and
pre pare His church. I won der if we truly re al ize how very im -
por tant these things are in the pur pose of God?

It is im por tant to rec og nize this day of visi ta tion and not 
miss what He is do ing. How ever, some are criti cal of what is
tak ing place since the re newal is ac com pa nied by many physi -
cal and spiri tual mani fes ta tions. Strange things, remi nis cent
of the “Great Awak en ing,” of ten oc cur when the Holy Spirit
touches the hearts of men, women and chil dren. Laugh ter,
weep ing, physi cal shak ing and fal ling to the floor are some ex -
am ples. Such things are out side the ex pe ri en tial com fort
zone or theo logi cal bounda ries of some Chris tians; they dis -
count what is tak ing place, as crib ing it to emo tions, bad the -
ol ogy, or even de monic de cep tion. While we must judge any
mani fes ta tion by the fruit that fol lows, the real is sue is of ten
sim ply our heart at ti tude.

Dur ing the Pen te cos tal re vival in the early days of this
cen tury, many Evan geli cal Chris tians dis cred ited what was
tak ing place and re ferred to these be liev ers as “holy- rollers.”
Physi cal and spiri tual mani fes ta tions, in clud ing spiri tual
gifts, be came cere bral stum bling blocks that ex posed the
heart of these crit ics. The real is sue was heart at ti tude more
than the ol ogy, for God re veals Him self and His ways to all
who are hum ble and lowly of heart (Isaiah 57:15).

He leads the hum ble in  jus tice, and He teaches the hum -
ble His ways. (Psalm 25:9)

It is no dif fer ent to day, which is why the Lord is fo cus ing 
on the hearts of His peo ple. Pride will keep one from see ing
his need and rec og niz ing what God is do ing. Re newal and re -
vival re quire a change of heart, and we don’t rec og nize the
state of our heart un less He opens our eyes (Jere miah
17:9-10).

Con fi dence in what we can ac com plish by tra di tional,
con trolled, pre dict able, “business- as- usual” meet ings have to 
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be re placed by hum ble rec og ni tion that only the anoint ing of
God will be suf fi cient for what lies ahead. The Lord is rais ing
up an army which is clothed in hu mil ity. Change is com ing!

To truly love God is to hate sin. Thus, if one is to fully
grasp the im por tance that God places on hu mil ity, one must
re al ize how deeply He hates pride. In Prov erbs the Lord iden -
ti fies seven things that He hates; the first one on His list is
“haughty eyes” (Prov erbs 6:16-19).

To fear God is to hate pride, since it in evi ta bly leads to
de struc tion.

The fear of the Lord is to hate evil; pride and ar ro gance
and the evil way and the per verted mouth I hate. (Prov -
erbs 8:13)

Pride goes be fore de struc tion, and a haughty spirit be -
fore stum bling. (Prov erbs 16:18)

Let us ex am ine sal va tion, grace, unity and author ity to
un der stand why hu mil ity is ab so lutely es sen tial for re newal
and re vival in the church.

SALVATION AND HUMILITY

It all be gan a very long time ago. Sin came into God’s
king dom. Lu ci fer sought to ex alt him self above the stars of
God, to as cend above the heights of the clouds and make him -
self like the Most High (Isaiah 14:13-14). For the first time,
one of God’s crea tures rose up against His will and gov ern -
ment. Sin, which is re bel lion against God, was con ceived
through pride.

Sa tan then suc ceeded in tempt ing our fore fa ther, Adam, 
to dis obey God. As a re sult, all man kind since then has been
in fected with sin. We are reb els by na ture, born with a mind-
 set of “go ing our own way.” Pride has brought us low!

God could sim ply have de stroyed all who sinned against 
Him and then brought forth a new crea tion of be ings to serve
Him. He did nei ther; be cause of His great love for man who
had been cre ated in His im age, God hum bled Him self. This
was the first step in sal va tion! He left the bas tions of glory to
be hold the need of man (Psalm 113:4-9). He came to per son -
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ally ex pe ri ence our hu man ity and to then for give our sins in
di vine com pas sion and love. He laid down His life in death on
the cross that we might gain eter nal life (Philip pi ans 2:5-6).
This act of hu mil ity by God is the great est mira cle of the bi -
ble. It is the foun da tion for every truth in the church.

For one to be saved, the first step is clearly de fined by
the gos pel, it is “to re pent” (Mat thew 3:2, 4:17; Luke 13:3;
Acts 2:38, 11:18, 17:30, 26:20; 2 Pe ter 3:9). Hu mil ity is im -
plicit in true re pen tance! To re pent means to change our
mind- set or way of think ing about our selves and be will ing to
change our con duct. If there is not hu mil ity, there is no re pen -
tance!

(If) my peo ple who are called by My name hum ble them -
selves and pray, and seek My face and turn from their
wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, will for give
their sin, and will heal their land. (2 Chroni cles 7:14)

In the pro cess of sal va tion, every step we take for ward
af ter the new birth re quires hu mil ity. Whether it is a new com -
mit ment we make in re sponse to His love, or a cri sis ex pe ri -
ence where He be comes more cen tral in our life, or when we
sim ply learn to trust Him more and in crease our de pend ence
upon Him; in every in stance, it means tak ing a lower place
and al low ing Him to more prop erly fill His right ful place as
our Lord. Hu mil ity is the high way of sal va tion, just as pride is 
door to de struc tion (Prov erbs 18:12).

GRACE AND HUMILITY

The end of the age will wit ness the great est ever dem on -
stra tion of God’s grace to lost man kind. By com pari son, all
pre vi ous re viv als have been gen tle rains. A mighty del uge of
the lat ter rain that was prom ised for the feast of tab er na cles
is com ing! It will pre pare the fi nal great har vest of souls; one
that even now is be gin ning.

The Lord is go ing to arise and shake both heaven and
earth. He will sov er eignly re veal new meas ures of mercy and
com pas sion as He reaches out in love to all na tions. Our eyes
and hope are to be fixed on His grace for these days (1 Pe ter
1:5, 13).
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Why is grace so im por tant? It is the bridge God has pro -
vided into His full ness, glory, power, ho li ness, love and pur -
pose (John 1:16; 1 Cor in thi ans 1:4-7). By His grace, all
things come to us through the Lord Je sus Christ (Ephe si ans
1:3-6).

The gos pel is a proc la ma tion of God’s grace which shall
be preached in the whole world for a wit ness to all na tions be -
fore the end comes (Mat thew 24:14). All be liev ers will be
needed to gather in the great har vest. Grace is ex tended to
each mem ber ac cord ing to their unique gift or min is try in the
Spirit (Ro mans 12:6; Ephe si ans 4:7; 2 Timo thy 1:9). Min is -
try in the church is a stew ard ship of grace as mem bers use
their gifts to serve one an other (1 Peter 4:10). Words and
deeds carry His grace to oth ers (Ephe si ans 4:29; Co los sians
4:6). What we be come, or at tain to, in His body is al to gether
be cause of His grace (1 Cor in thi ans 15:10). Hu man weak ness 
is not nec es sar ily a dis ad van tage; it can be come a great per -
sonal strength when one draws upon His grace (2 Cor in thi ans 
12:9; He brews 4:15-16). God never leads us into dif fi cult
situa tions, or calls us to do some thing great with out pro vid -
ing the nec es sary grace. Fi nally, if we sin or fail, when our eyes 
are fixed on Je sus, we will dis cover that there is al ways more
grace than sin in the situa tion (Ro mans 5:20). We just can’t
lose; all be cause of grace! We are ex horted to be strong in the
grace that is in Christ Je sus (2 Timo thy 2:1). Fur ther more,
we are com manded to see that no brother or sis ter ever
comes short of His grace (He brews 12:15).

In con clu sion, we are saved by grace, we stand by grace,
we grow in grace, we min is ter by grace, and grace is God’s
bridge of love to the lost. Given these truths, what is the bot -
tom line? Why is hu mil ity so im por tant?

. . . God is op posed to the proud, but gives grace to the
hum ble. (James 4:6)

It is very sim ple; with out hu mil ity there will be no grace!

UNITY AND HUMILITY

God is go ing to an swer the prayer of His Son.
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. . . that they may be one; even as Thou Fa ther, art in
Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be in Us; that the
world may be lieve that Thou didst send Me . . . . I in them

and Thou in Me, that they may be per fected in  unity . .
. . (John 17:21, 23)

He is not rais ing up a regi ment of super- powered “lone-
 rangers;” the Lord is pre par ing His body to dis play to the
world a full ness of His power that flows out of the gen tle ten -
der ness of His love, mercy and com pas sion.

Judg ment be gins at the house of God. For that rea son,
we can ex pect to see walls brought down that di vide His peo -
ple. Sec tari an ism, pride and hu man agen das that, how ever
un in ten tion ally, have di vided be liev ers will be judged firmly
but in love. There will be no glory visi ble upon the church un -
til this unity that Je sus prayed for comes to pass.

The Lord will re af firm in hearts the fol low ing four
truths which are the proper ba sis for bib li cal unity2:

1. The Holy Spirit has made be liev ers into one body in Christ
(Ro mans 12:5; 1 Cor in thi ans 12:13, 17). De spite short -
com ings and ob vi ous de fi cien cies, all be liev ers have
been im mersed by the Holy Spirit into one body, for
each has par taken of the same Spirit.

2. All be liev ers have been given a com mon iden tity by name.

Holy Fa ther, keep them in Thy name, the name which

Thou hast given Me, that they may be one, even as we
are. (John 17:11)

3. The Lord Je sus has been made the one and only Head
over all things to the church (Ephe si ans 1:21-22). A liv -
ing or gan ism can only have one head; the church does
not have Je sus and a lot of lit tle heads as well.

4. The glory of God has been given to each be liever as the one
and only na ture that can make us be come like Him,
uniting us in char acter, pur pose and val ues (Exo dus
33:18-19, 34:6-7; He brews 1:3).
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And the glory which Thou hast given Me I have given to

them; that they may be one, just as We are one. (John
17:22)

Tra di tion ally, the body of Christ is a term usu ally
thought to mean an amor phous blob of di verse be liev ers
with out any struc ture, which must be in sti tu tion ally or gan -
ized around doc trine and a min is try agenda in or der to serve
God.

That is not how the Lord views His peo ple. He sees as -
sem blies as lo cal ex pres sions of His body, each with a di vine
re la tional struc ture that grows and de vel ops out of His life
and by His handi work. In His pur pose for the last days, the
Lord has a unique plan and call for each as sem bly just as He
does for in di vid ual be liev ers. The per son of Je sus and His
pur pose must al ways have cen ter stage. The five min is tries of
Ephe si ans 4, verse 11 are given to the church to equip be liev -
ers for serv ice in this di vine or gan ism.

The es sen tial place of hu mil ity for life- flow and unity in
the body of Christ is ex pressed by the fol low ing scrip tures:

Do noth ing from self ish ness or empty con ceit, but with

hu mil ity of mind let each of you re gard one an other as
more im por tant than him self. (Philip pi ans 2:3)

And so, as those who have been cho sen of God, holy and
be loved, put on a heart of com pas sion, kind ness, hu mil -
ity, gen tle ness and pa tience; bear ing with one an other,
and for giv ing each other, who ever has a com plaint
against any one; just as the Lord for gave you, so also
should you. And be yond all these things put on love,

which is the per fect bond of unity. (Co los sians
3:12-18)

Hu mil ity brings unity, and unity leads to glory!

AUTHORITY AND HUMILITY

 Con tem po rary Ameri can Chris ti an ity ap par ently be -
lieves a church must have a min is try pro gram that will draw
peo ple if it is to be suc cess ful. At ten dance is the key meas ure
of suc cess. A good or gani za tion is needed un der a strong
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leader, ide ally one with cha risma who will be able to con trol
the agenda and run the show. A spiri tual C.E.O.! It would also 
help if he was a good singer. The pro gram must be bib li cal
and well sup ported by pro mo tional lit era ture to help raise fi -
nances. The mu sic must be both scrip tural and en ter tain ing.
And there has to be prayer, “Lord, bless our ef forts to build
you king dom.”

As Dr. Mi chael Brown states in his ex cel lent book, THE
END OF THE AMERICAN GOSPEL ENTERPRISE3, “What be -
gan as a move ment in Je ru sa lem be came a phi loso phy in
Greece, and in sti tu tion in Rome, a cul ture in Europe, and an
en ter prise in Amer ica.”

Church in sti tu tions are of ten more like busi ness en ter -
prises of the world than ex pres sions of the body of Christ.
And such and en vi ron ment does not rep re sent hu mil ity. But
this will change as the Lord re stores His church in the days
ahead.

The Greek word for min is ter, “diak oneo,” also means
“ser vant.” Thus, a call to lead er ship is a call to the hu mil ity of
ser vanthood. Je sus made this abun dantly clear to the first
apos tles.

. . . . you know that rul ers of the Gen tiles lord it over
them, and their great men ex er cise author ity over them.
It is not so among you, but who ever wishes to be come
great among you shall be your ser vant, and who ever
wishes to be first among you shall be your slave; just as
the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve,
and to give His life a ran som for many. (Mat thew
20:25-28)

Each be liever is called to serve in a place pre pared for
them in the body of Christ since be fore the world was cre ated
(2 Timo thy 1:9). Together all be liev ers com prise an or ganic
body in the Spirit; it is wrong to sepa rate them into two
classes: per form ers (clergy) and spec ta tors (la ity). Each one
is called by the Lord to find and ful fill his (or her) place of
serv ice.
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Pride will only pro duce a grace less min is try. Thus, min -
is ters must equip the saints to serve with hearts of hu mil ity,
for hu mil ity is what quali fies one’s author ity to min is ter
(Ephe si ans 4:11-16; Ro mans 12:3-8).

The is sue is never whether or not we have been given
suf fi cient author ity for our call ing in God; rather, it is how
well our author ity is rec og nized and ac cepted. It has no value
if it is not rec og nized.

Con sider our Lord. He emp tied Him self, be com ing a
bond ser vant made in our like ness. As a man He hum bled
Him self by be com ing obe di ent to the point of death on a
cross. Be cause of His hu mil ity and obe di ence He was given a
name that is above every name in heaven and earth and the
author ity as so ci ated with it.

Why should we sub mit to His author ity? He gave up His
life for us, lov ing us while we were yet in our sins and re bel -
lion; He en dured the judg ment for all of our trans gres sions.
In ad di tion, He freely of fers us all we will need to live an over -
com ing, right eous life. Such over whelm ing love, hu mil ity and
per sonal sac ri fice is the most con vinc ing ba sis why one would 
gladly sub mit to His author ity.

Con sider also how Paul con ducted him self so that
churches would sub mit to his ap os tolic author ity. His first
epis tle to Thes sa lonca pro vides in sight (1 Thes sa lo ni ans
2:1-13). He avoided all acts or ap pear ances of greed; he did
not seek per sonal glory be cause of his ap os tolic min is try; he
was gen tle with peo ple, much as a nurs ing mother would care 
for her baby; he gave his secu lar as well as his spiri tual life in
min is try to them, work ing with his hands to sup port him self
both night and day as nec es sary, of ten with hard ship, so that
he would not be a fi nan cial bur den to any one; he lived a de -
vout, blame less, ex em plary life be fore them as he taught the
peo ple; he ex horted, en cour aged and im plored them as a fa -
ther would his own chil dren. Be cause of his hum ble, to tal
com mit ment to serve peo ple, Paul thanked God that they re -
ceived his word for what it was: an ap os tolic word from God!
The Lord is pre par ing many young apos tles and proph ets to -
day for the church of to mor row. These min is tries will be
known for their hu mil ity, for He can only use bro ken men.
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God chose Moses to de liver Is rael from the land of
Egypt be cause he was the most hum ble man on the face of the 
earth (Num bers 12:3).

These three ex am ples re veal how vi tal hu mil ity is to
prove and dem on strate the author ity of God in min is try. The
fol low ing scrip ture en dorses this truth:

. . . who ever then hum bles him self as this child, he is
great est in the king dom of heaven. (Mat thew 18:4)

The fol low ing two scrip tures ad dress the sig nifi cance of
hu mil ity and author ity in the age to come.

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the king dom of
heaven. (Mat thew 5:3)

Blessed are the meek (hum ble, gen tle), for they shall in -
herit the earth. (Mat thew 5:5)

In the com ing re vival that will sweep the earth, there will 
be great dem on stra tions of the love, power and author ity of
Christ through the church. How ever, this will only be true for
those whose life and min is try are clothed with hu mil ity.

. . . all of you, clothe your selves with hu mil ity to ward
one an other, for God is op posed to the proud, but gives
grace to the hum ble. (1 Pe ter 5:5)

CONCLUSION

We are liv ing in a time of tran si tion, an era that is in tri -
cately woven into God’s pur pose for the last days. We are on
the thresh old of a great re vival that will touch every re gion on
earth and bring in a mighty har vest of souls to close this age
of grace.

In her pres ent state the church is not ready for what lies
ahead, nei ther for the glory, nor the dark ness that is deep en -
ing on earth.

For this rea son, God is sov er eignly aris ing to pre pare
His church, to re new and re vive His peo ple. He is deeply
touch ing hearts of men, women and chil dren, re veal ing how
very much He loves us. Much of what was the ory be fore con -
cern ing our re la tion ship with Him is now be com ing very real.
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The first step in re newal must con cern our re la tion ship with
Him. He is call ing us to hum ble our selves as lit tle chil dren, to
draw near Him. As we re spond, He will deal with idols in our
lives such as pride, per sonal goals, worldly pleas ures, re lig -
ious agen das, hid den sins, etc. These idols have re placed
Him in our hearts, and He will not tol er ate them, for they pre -
vent the in ti macy that He seeks with us. At the same time, He
will ex pose things that have brought di vi sion be tween
churches and be tween be lievers. He is go ing to shake what
the arm of flesh has brought into the church. Eve ry thing
which is not from Him that His peo ple trust in for suc cess,
safety, iden tity, or com fort will fall.

As God moves in re newal power, each one of us will face
the chal lenge of hu mil ity. For ex am ple:

• It re quires hu mil ity to ac cept what is out side of our
re lig ious com fort zone and some times out side our
theo logi cal defi ni tions.

• It re quire hu mil ity to lay down “business- as- usual”
re lig ious pro grams, and give the Lord back His
church.

• It re quires hu mil ity for a fa ther to ask for give ness
from his fam ily for past fail ures.

• It re quires hu mil ity for mar ried cou ples to seek for -
give ness from one an other for mis takes that have in -
jured their re la tion ship.

• It re quires hu mil ity to for give those who have of -
fended or hurt us in the past.

• It re quires hu mil ity to be ac count able to those who
give over sight in the church.

• It re quires hu mil ity for lead ers to give up their con trol 
and al low Je sus to func tion ally be head of His church.

• It re quires hu mil ity to lay down tradi tional wor ship
and al low the Holy Spirit to lead us as priests of God.

• It re quires hu mil ity to be come open and hon est with
one an other so that there is re al ity in our re la tion -
ships
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• It re quires hu mil ity to keep our hands off the glory.
This is go ing to be come and es sen tial re quire ment in
the days ahead when great power and author ity rests
upon the church. All will face the fol low ing test:

The cru ci ble is for sil ver and the fur nace for gold, but a
man is tested by the praise ac corded to him. (Prov erbs
27:21)

Fi nally, as the Lord re stores and equips the church, and 
as His bride makes her self ready, the word of the Lord calls
out to us:

Take My yoke upon you, and learn from Me, for I am gen -

tle and hum ble in heart; and you will find rest for your
souls. (Mat thew 11:2)

. . . but to this one I will look, to him who is hum ble and

con trite of spirit, and who trem bles at My word. (Isaiah 
66:2)

____________________________________________

Lord, come and mani fest Your pres ence
among us. Re vive our hearts; pre pare us for

Your self and Your pur pose
in the earth. Amen.


